
Greater Atlantic Region
Sea Turtle Program

Sea turtles are reptiles with bodies 
that are well-adapted to the marine 
environment. They are found 
worldwide; typically nesting in 
tropical waters and feeding as far 
north as temperate waters.  There 
are seven species of sea turtles 
in the world; five are found from 
Maine through Virginia.

ID Features: Oval shell, brown with radiating streaks. Small, rounded head. 
Beak (mouth) has serrated edges. 

Shell size: Up to 39 inches.

Weight: 330 pounds.

Habitat: Nearshore coastal waters, especially sea grass beds. 

Range: Worldwide. In North Atlantic, occassionally feed as far north as New 
England, but seen more commonly from New York south; nest in the Caribbean 
and southeastern United States.

Presence in the Greater Atlantic Region: Juveniles, and occassionally adults, 
present from May through November.

Diet: Primarily seagrass and algae, but occassionally invertebrates.

Status under the Endangered Species Act: Breeding populations in Florida 
and on the Pacific coast of Mexico are endangered; all others are threatened.

Threats: Accidental capture in fishing gear, vessel strikes, marine debris, 
contaminants, oil spills, dredging, hypothermia (“cold stunning”),  and diseases 
such as fibropapillomatosis, among others.

Did you know? 
Unlike most sea turtles, adult green sea turtles are herbivorous, feeding on sea grasses and algae. 

The green sea turtle gets its name from the green-colored fat tissue under its shell.

Sea turtles can not pull their heads and flippers into their shells. 

Before they were protected in the 1970s, there was a sea turtle fishery off Key West, Florida. 

Green Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas)

For more information, visit our website at http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/Protected/seaturtles/
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Call 866-755-6622
if you see a stranded, entangled 

or injured sea turtle. 
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Sea Turtles of the Greater Atlantic Region
(Maine through Virginia)


